
March Banner 
Friends and Family of Hilton Baptist Church, 

In the book of Isaiah, God says to His people who are in exile:  
 

“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 
making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.”   (Isaiah 43:19) 

 

This message gave hope and encouragement to those who were far from home, and it 
has continued to give hope and encouragement to God’s people for various reasons up to 
this very day   
 

Recently I was in the church by myself, and I was walking around the building.  These 
words came to mind: “I am doing a new thing; do you not perceive it?” This led me 
question and wonder “What new things is the Lord doing that I am either not seeing (or) 
overlooking?” 
 

As I reflected on this question some images started coming to mind.  These are in no 
particular order of importance. 

 

• Our roof loan of $130,114 was paid off in just three years.   The faithfulness of God 
through the hard work and generosity of many people made this happen.   How can 
one not say “Thank you!” and Wow!” 

• We have a small youth group that has formed and are taking ownership of their 
church. They are a small glowing ember, but adult leaders are slowly and gently 
hoping to fan it into a flame. 

• New faces are coming to Sunday services and slowly becoming more invested in the 
life and ministry of HBC.    

• The Grief Share group continues to be a place of safety, healing and community for 
those who have lost loved ones.  (On a personal note, this is one of the ministries 
that excites me the most.  It proves that the pastor does not necessarily need to be 
involved for a ministry to thrive.  I am so proud of the leaders of this group for 
being the heart of Jesus for hurting people.  It shows that the pastor is not the only 
person among God’s people who is called and can successfully to minister to 
others.) 

• Our chancel area was wonderfully decorated with trees in Advent and then a 
waterfall to start the new year.  To watch people become enthusiastic about this and 
want to be involved in possible future scenes is exciting. 

 

I think God is doing a new thing in our church, but because these things happen slowly, 
we (myself included) do not always notice them.   Making a way in the wilderness and 
creating streams in a desert takes time and church work is often slow work. 
 

Yet it is good to pause from time to time and perceive what God is indeed doing.  Let’s 
continue to be faithful, let’s continue to pray, let’s continue to be thankful.   Let’s 
continue to notice what God is doing.  
 

In the words of Chinese philosopher Confucius “It does not matter how slowly you go as 
long as you do not stop.” 
 

Let’s continue to follow Jesus, however slowly, and not stop. 
 

With Peace and Grace, Dan 
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Christian Education News... 

Sunday School News...  

 Adult Education for Men & Women meet  on Sunday mornings from 9:00-9:45am in the Library/

Conference Room.   All our Welcome! 

 Saturday Women’s Bible Study meets the 2nd & 4th Saturday of the month from 9:30-11:00am in 

the Library/Conference Room.  Upcoming meetings are March 14 and 28 

 Monday Women’s Bible Study meets every Monday from 10:00-12:00 

Our Sunday School kids and Youth group let their creative juices flow to create                                              
Valentines for our Church congregation.     
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The Youth group enjoyed time with Pastor Dan to brainstorm service ideas. 



Finance News... 

A Look at February Finances…  

Thank you for your Support 

  $    Please remember if you are putting cash in any offering envelope and you would like your                              

contribution to be recorded so you receive a year-end statement, you need to make sure your                      

name is on the envelope. If there is no name on the envelope contributions are considered to be 

anonymous donations.  

Worship News... 

† March 29 ~ Palm Sunday  

† April 5 ~ Easter Sunday 

† Looking for 3-4 additional folks to usher on Sunday mornings so we can create another Team. We  

currently have 3 teams and would like 4 so that you would only have to usher once a month. If  

interested, please see Gary or Donna Schalge.  

Page 4 

 February 2026 Monthly Budget  Over Budget Under budget 

Pledges $   11,874.00 $  11,568.00 $      306.00  

Loose Offerings $     1,604.00 $    2,000.00   - $       396.00 

Church Life Events $        989.00 $    1,666.67  - $       677.67 

Misc. Income $        750.00 $       416.67 $      333.33    

Special Offerings $          50.00 $      125.00  - $          75.00 

Total Income  $   15,267.00 $  15,776.34  - $        509.34 

  

    

Total Expenses $   20,943.89 $ 21,160.32  - $       216.43 
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Rummage Sale ~ June 13, 2026 

As you start your Spring cleaning and realize you do not need so much, pack up 

those good, clean, usable items.  Label it.  Tuck it away for a couple months.   

We will start accepting items in Mid-May. Continue to watch for more                                     

information 

THANK YOU , THANK YOU , THANK YOU , THANK YOU , THANK YOU , THANK YOU  

The Roof Loan has been paid in full!! 

In March of 2023 the Church Body approved a 7-year interest free loan from the HBC Capital                

Improvement Investment Account to cover the cost of a New Roof. We had until April 2030 to pay 

the $130,114 loan back. In less than 3-years we have collected enough money from fundraisers 

and generous donations to pay the loan in full. Thank you all once again for your generosity!! 

Fundraisers during the year will continue to help support the budget. 
 

Church Fundraisers ....  

 Oliver’s Chocolate Candy Bars ~  $3 each. Baskets with candy are in the Lloyd Room & 

back hallway 

  Drive-Thru Turkey Dinner ~ Wed., March 11 ~ $14 per person ~ 4:30-6:00   Call or email 

the office to reserve your dinners 

 Winter Picnic & Games ~ Sunday, March 15 ~ 11:15 in the Lloyd Room ~ $10 per person 

Call or Email the office to  let us know you will be attending 

 Palm Sunday Breakfast ~ Sunday, March 29 ~ 8:30-9:30am ~ $10 per person ~ Call or 

Email the office for reservations 

 Creative Workshop ~ Sunday, April 26 ~ 2:00-4:00pm ~ $30 per person ~ Class includes 

materials for a “Beaded Suncatcher” and light refreshments ~ Please sign-up on the               

bulletin board in the back if you plan to attend 
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Young-at-Heart Events... 

                          YAH Card and Game Party 
 

On May 9, 2026, at 2:00 there will be a Card and Game Party hosted by Carolyn Hoefen at the Villas at 
East Hampton's Clubhouse, 111 Maryview Dr, Webster, NY 14580. 
  
You are requested to bring a dessert or appetizer and any adult beverage you would like.  Soda, coffee 
and tea will be provided. Kitchen available for hot foods.  
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                                So what is the Young at Hearts? 

Well, let’s take a look at some of the old Activity Reports and see what we can discover... 

Hilton Baptist Church’s Young at Hearts was initially chartered on May 8, 1972.  They originally                           
described themselves as a social group for all young adults, couples and others.  In the 1975-1976                
Activity Report, they noted a declining interest and made themselves more welcoming – inviting anyone 
and everyone to the YAH activities – young, young at heart, married, single, new or old church members 
and friends – and immediately saw a renewed interest. 

Over the course of many years – and many different officers (even though there was a rumor/some 
speculation that once elected President, you were always President) – the activities were geared                         
towards fun – with some work activities thrown in – and even those were disguised as fun. There was 
caroling, bowling, pizza parties, progressive – wine tasting – potluck - pancake dinners, skating, skiing, 
an annual clambake (didn’t begin at the Fisher’s), attending hockey and baseball games, card and game 
playing, dinner theater, high school plays, square dancing and 50’s dancing, family camping trips, pool 
parties, road rallies and much, much more... 

Work was fun – when doing it with friends – so YAH threw themselves into decorating and undecorat-
ing the church for Christmas, making and serving dinners for the November Bazaar, washing windows 
(okay – I’m not sure how they made this fun), became instrumental in organizing the church family                  
picnic at Hamlin Beach State Park, doing church inventory, working at the AppleFest sausage booth                  
and more...     

And they have always been giving – as early as 1974 they were noted as giving to the America for Christ 
Offering – and in the years that followed their giving grew....  World Fellowship Offering, Hunger Task 
Force, the benevolence budget, the Senior Choir Trip to the NYS Baptist Convention in Elmira, a                     
wedding reception, the HBC softball team, the church advertisements, items needed by the church                     
and so much more... 

Activities have changed over the years... but their heart hasn’t.   

The Young at Hearts is open to all who want to come to any of their activities.  They, of course, appreci-
ate help with any work opportunities but, more importantly, they love your laughter and fellowship.   

We will have the last 45-50 Young at Heart Activity Reports at our next event – the Card and Game party 
in May - for those interested.  (Jayne G. is working on a condensed version for those who might like a 
more abbreviated version. Remember, however, it’s Jayne writing it so it might not be too condensed. 
Just sayin’.)  We hope to see you all there. 
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Prayer Request…. 

Prayer Request From Mom for  Baby Barrett (AKA “BEAR”) 

Bear’s heart rate is trending up, and that normally happens when he is 
spiking a fever. Please, please pray that whatever it is goes away and he 
wakes up perfectly fine in the morning! Pray for NO sickness. Pray for NO 
fever. Pray for NO FLU. Sister got diagnosed with the flu last week, and we 
had to take her back to the doctor today for a secondary infection (sinus + 
ear infection). She started antibiotics tonight. Pray they BOTH wake up 
feeling 100%!!  

As you’re praying, pray Barrett’s scans next week show absolutely NO                 
evidence of disease and that he is cancer free forever and ever.  

Him playing with his favorite race car track today, look at that sweet hair 
coming in.  

Wednesday Lenten Lunches  will be Hosted by St. Leo’s Church located at 110 Old Hojack Lane in Hilton 

Program begins at Noon and includes: 

Introduction, Grace, Lunch (Soup & Sandwich) and a Short Message from area Pastors 

What Rhymes with Lent? 

• February 25 (Scent) - Mary's anointing oil - St. Paul's 

• March 4 (Bent) - Knees bent while praying in the garden of Gethsemane - Hilton Baptist Church 

• March 11 (Went) - Jesus' visit to Pilate -  Parma Greece UCC 

• March 18 (Sent) - Jesus sent to carry his cross to Golgotha - St. Leo's 

• March 25 (Meant) - What it all meant, God's INTENT (and there's another rhyming word) - Hilton 
United Methodist Church                   

                                                        A Free Will Offering is taken to benefit The Food Shelf 

Lenten Lunch... 

Birthday... 

Helen Osborn will turn 103 on April 2. 

If anyone would like to send a card, here is her address: 

 700 Island Cottage Rd, Country 221                           
 Rochester NY 14612 
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Things Happening Around Church... 

The relentless winter weather practically obscured the diner and old railroad station from view and 
made enormous ice dams near the office door. Fortunately the ice came down safely and left the 
gutters intact. 

There will be a Celebration of Life for Kyle Fishbaugh on April 9 from 6-8:00 pm. 

Visitation and refreshments in the Lloyd Room will follow the service. 

Memorial Service... 
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OUR GIVING TABLE 
 

  MARCH 2026 
  

We’ll Lend a Hand To 

 

JOURNEY HOME  ~  AURORA HOUSE  

AND 

MT. CARMEL HOUSE 

 

 

                                   

 

13 GALLON GARBAGE BAGS 

                   

                          

            

 

POSTAGE STAMPS 

                         
  

 

GIFT CARDS 
 

WEGMAN’S, TOPS, WAL-MART, AMAZON 
  

            
  

With Grateful Hearts 

Your Outreach Department Thanks You 
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Some notes about our Prayer List.... In case you are wondering.... Who or Why… 
 

March 8 - Thirty years ago, a 20 year old young man by the name of Habteab Yemane came to live with 

Dave and Mary Fisher. They sponsored him as an immigrant from Eritrea, Africa. Habteab lived with 

the Fishers for 14 years, becoming a member of the family. He worked very hard adjusting to life in the 

US, earning an Information Technology Degree from RIT.  

Habteab now lives in Portland, Oregon, with his wife Saba (who is a refugee from the Sudan) and their 

two children, Hannah and Nathan. Last year he took an early retirement from Intel, where he worked 

for many years. Saba and Habteab now own and operate two senior care homes, each home having 

seven patients. Saba, Habteab and their staff give high quality, loving care to their patients.  
 

Down a Rabbit Hole - Note:  Habteab is related to Tekie and Tiblets Tesfatsion and their children, 

Alem, Segan and Ruta – a family from Ethiopia that HBC sponsored in 1985.  (HBC sponsored a total 

of three families. Thanh, Sau and Keo Quach arrived in 1980 from Vietnam - and who quickly moved 

to California to be with other family members. Chester, Henryka and Wieslaw Slawek arrived from 

Poland in 1983 and lived with David Fisher and his sons in a newly constructed recreation room until 

an apartment could be found.)  While there were many people involved in these resettlements, we 

truly need to mention Pat Brotz and Jan Gulick who were instrumental in making them happen.  

These resettlements truly showed God working through the people of HBC. 
 

March 16 – Sylvia Nemecek – Ahhh.... to be a pastor’s wife!  Sylvia’s husband, Rev. Dean Nemecek was 

our interim pastor when Rev. Rheanolte LeBarbour retired, serving as our pastor until Pastor Walter 

Steenson joined our church.  (If you ever have a chance to read Rev. Nemecek’s Interim Pastor’s Report in 

the 2000-2001 Activity Report, you will find yourself knowing how blessed we were.)  As for Sylvia’s in-

clusion on our prayer list, once a pastor and his wife are adopted as one of our own – whether interim 

or otherwise, they remain in our memories and our prayers forever.   

April 29 – Spike Rathbun – A question was raised – who would name their child Spike.  Well, appar-

ently it wasn’t a parental choice.  When Spike was about 8 years old, he just decided that Clyde was not 

a cool name and there was a cartoon character named Spike.  That was a cool character so he picked 

Spike and it’s stuck.  His mother never approved and called him Clyde. By either name – Clyde or Spike 

– he is still one cool character! 
 

“Some notes about our Prayer List.... In case you are wondering.... Who or Why...”                                                              

            may or may not be back again next month or perhaps later this year.                                                  

               It will depend on the whims of the writer... 
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Order Your Easter Lilies Today… 
 

$11.00 each   
 

Deadline for orders is Sunday, March 15, 2026                                                                                                       
 

Please make your check payable to: Hilton Baptist Church 
 

***************************************************************************************************

  

Name: ____________________________________   Telephone Number: _______________________ 

  

Name of Loved One(s) Remembered: ___________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Name of Loved One(s) Honored:_________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Endorsement to Read:_________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Number of plants ordered: _____________              Total Enclosed: $_________________ 
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Sunday Mornings… 

Worship Service @10:00 AM ~ In-person or Streaming at YouTube under                                                             

“Hilton Baptist Church Live” 

Adult Education Class 9:00-9:45 AM in the Library 

 

Tuesdays…. 

Clothes Closet Open 9:00-11:30 AM  every week  

 

Wednesdays…. 

Choir Rehearsals 7:00pm 

 

Thursdays….. 

Clothes Closet Open March 5 from 5:00-7:00 PM 

 

Saturdays…. 

Women’s Saturday Bible Study 2nd & 4th Saturday 9:30 AM  

Clothes Closet Open March 21 from 9:00-11:00 AM 

Pastor Dan Brown 

Hilton Baptist Church 

50 Lake Ave., Hilton, NY 14468 
Phone: 585-392-7990 

Fax: 585-392-7991 
E-mail: hbchurch50@gmail.com    

Website: hiltonbaptist.org 


